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MANCHESTER

By Jonathan Phelps
New Hampshire Union Leader

Ilias Bennani and his wife, 
Kacie, grabbed their cat and es-
caped their third-floor apartment 
as smoke filled the space during a 
three-alarm fire Sunday morning.

Reports of the fire at the 2.5-story 

multi-family home at 105 Pros-
pect St. started coming in around 
10:50 a.m., according to Fire Chief 
Andre Parent.

Firefighters got the stubborn 
blaze under control by 12:30 p.m., 
but remained at the scene. Union 
Street and other surrounding roads 
were closed during the blaze.

Everyone inside got out on their 
own, but firefighters did a sweep of 
the building to make sure. No inju-
ries to either civilians or firefight-
ers were reported during the fire.

“There was heavy fire on arrival 
at the rear of the building,” Parent 
said. “A few minutes later a second 
alarm was called because of the 
heat and fire conditions.”

Flames continued to shoot 
through the roof past noon.

Dozens gathered on the lawn 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Manchester and sur-
rounding side streets to take in the 
scene even as temperatures were 

T
HERE HAS BEEN a lot of 
recent movement in the 
upper ranks for the Man-
chester Fire Department, 
including the departure of 

Fire Chief Dan Goonan.
Whenever that happens, a reshuf-

fling takes place as people move up 
in rank. That means that several city 
firehouses saw new captains this 
year.

Captains run the firehouses. They 
work out schedules, make sure 
equipment and the building are 
maintained. And they address what 
may be the most far-reaching and 
sensitive issue of their tenure — the 
fire company patch.

Every MFD station has its own 
patch, and at least one has expand-
ed into a mascot.

The emblem attempts to capture 
the setting, the psyche, the spirit of 
the firehouse, and the focus ranges 
from muscle-bound flamingos to 
cigar-chomping skulls.

Some patches have endured for 
decades. 

Others are new this year, the work 
of a new captain, who either by 
whim or consensus initiates a new 
aura for the firehouse.

For example, Mike Rheault took 
over the South Willow Street fire-

house earlier this year and bounced 
a patch of about seven years. It 
featured Snoopy riding on his dog-
house/World War I fighter plane, 
a nod to the nearby Manchester 
airport.

“It wasn’t working” said firefighter 
Dave Sinotte. “Everyone else had 
dragons, and we had Snoopy.”

Then there is the stern-faced frog, 
accented by American and Canadi-
an flags, which stares from the patch 
of the Amory Street fire station, 
along with the slogan “Serving the 
Wild West Side.”

Capt. Ken Nelson, who took over 
last month, has no plans to replace 
it, despite the subtle slur on the 
historic French-Canadian heritage 
of much of the West Side.

The frog has been on a company 
patch for the 20-plus years he has 

BADGES OF HONOR

Flamingos, fisher cats, and 
hillbillies tell a colorful 

story of city’s firehouses

Station 4. Hackett Hill Road.

Station 3, South Willow Street.

Station 10. Mammoth Road.

DAVID LANE/UNION LEADER

Lt. Tom Defina, from left, and firefighters Kenny Wong and Jay Koslowski pose with the Engine 9 symbol on Calef Road in 
Manchester.

 City  
 Matters

Commentary by  
Mark Hayward

See City Matters, Page A10

STATE BUDGET

FRIENDS OF AINE

3-alarm fire rips through multi-family home 
Firefighter 
prepare to 
douse flames 
shooting out 
of a home 
on Prospect 
Street in 
Manchester 
Sunday 
afternoon.

JONATHAN PHELPS/
UNION LEADER

Fire department 
estimates damage of 2.5-
story building at $600,000.

See Fire, Page A10

By Jonathan Phelps
New Hampshire Union Leader

MANCHESTER — Hundreds of butterflies sym-
bolizing love, life, renewal, hope and beauty were 
released in the Delta Dental Stadium infield by 
more than two dozen adults and children grieving 
loved ones lost too soon.

The Gathering in Remembrance event on Sun-
day had a more somber tone than the typical 
cheers that fill the home of the New Hampshire 
Fisher Cats.

But the scoreboard featured messages of hope 
throughout the event.

“It’s OK to laugh.”
“It’s OK not to be OK.”
“You are not alone!!!”
Friends of Aine, a Manchester-based grief sup-

port group for children, hosted a mass-grieving 
event, which they called a “Gathering in Remem-
brance.” The event was in part designed to grieve 

A time to reflect 
at ‘gathering in 
remembrance’

By Kevin Landrigan
New Hampshire Union Leader

U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen lashed out at Gov. 
Chris Sununu and the Republican-led Legislature 
in the wake of lawmakers voting on the first ban on 
later-term abortions in New Hampshire history.

Prior to hosting a roundtable with family plan-
ning providers, the Democrat urged the Biden 
administration to find ways to get more federal 
grants to their programs because it will take at 
least another six months to undo a former Trump 
administration “gag rule” on the Title X program 
in 2019.

The Republican-led Legislature repeatedly re-
jected replacing $1.2 million in dollars lost by 
seven of the state’s nine family planning providers 
that left Title X in response to the gag rule.

The so-called trailer bill to the state budget (HB 
2) passed last week includes a ban on abortions 
after 24 weeks except when it’s done to protect 
the health of the mother. The provision includes 

Shaheen: 
Abortion 
ban budget is 
‘despicable’

Democrat is pushing Biden 
administration to free up money for 
family planning.

See Gathering, Page A10

See Shaheen, Page A10
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been on the Fire Department, 
he said.

“I’m an Irishman, and I just 
got here a month ago,” Nelson 
said.

District Fire Chief Max Chias-
son stressed that the patches, 
whether designed in house or by 
an outside artist, are funded by 
the firefighters themselves.

“This is all company pride,” 
he said.

Here’s a rundown on the more 
colorful patches:

Station 3, South Willow Street. 
The Snoopy patch replaced 
the “Pride of the South” patch 
which had been around for 
decades but was viewed as pro-
Confederacy.

The new patch features a 
gloved red-eyed, muscle-bound 
fisher cat shouldering a fire ax.

“What is Manchester? We got 
the Fisher Cats,” said Lt. Tom 
Defino. Firefighters in other 
departments scratch their head 
and question if that looks like 
a fisher cat. But in all honesty, 
who has ever seen a fisher cat 
and lived?

Station 9, Calef Road. The sta-
tion is located across Calef Road 
from Pine Grove Cemetery, and 
the new patch plays up on the 
location. Only two companies 
have skulls; when Peter Burkush 

was fire chief, he ordered that 
patches lose any references to 
skulls or death.

The skull wears a fire hel-
met with a number 9. Two 
gravestones are on the patch, 
one with the badge number 
of Mason Murphy, a rookie 
firefighter assigned to the house 
who died of a seizure.

“It lets somebody know 
there’s something unique about 
this firehouse,” said Lt. Chris 
Grover.

Station 7, Somerville Street. 
The bulldog on the station patch 
dates back to the World War II 
era when Mack Truck, whose 
symbol is a bulldog, danced 
around wartime rationing and 
got the station a fire truck, 
firefighters at the station say.

The current patch features a 
snarling bulldog with his paw 
atop a broken fire hydrant. 
There’s a puddle next to 
the hydrant which might be 
water, but everyone knows 
what fire hydrants mean to 
dogs.

“It’s open to interpretation, 
said Capt. Ken Proulx. He’d 
never change the patch. As a 
young firefighter, he had a bull-
dog tattooed on his arm.

Station 5, Webster Street. The 
station’s patch includes a Go-

tham cityscape and the Batman 
symbol, which lights up the fire 
station tower at night.

The tower of the original 1886 
firehouse was plagued by bats 
until it was rebuilt in the early 
1990s.

Station 10. Mammoth Road. 
This station can boast full-
fledged, physical mascots — the 
pink flamingo lawn ornaments 
at the front of their station.

“People drive by, they expect 
to see a flamingo now,” said 
Capt. David Jay, another newly 
named captain with no inclina-
tion to change the flamingo, 
which has taken on legendary 
status.

A former captain with a 
penchant for lawn care detested 
the kitschy ornaments. A few 
firefighters put them around the 
station, and the popularity of 
pink flamingos grew along with 
his ire.

Flamingos have been on and 
off patches since. A recent one 
featured the actual lawn orna-
ment and putting green, given 
the adjacent Derryfield Coun-
try Club. But the most recent 
remake features a bulked-up 
flamingo.

Rescue 1. Central Fire Station. 
The Central station features 
three companies, each with its 

own patch. Rescue 1, a citywide 
company that was the initial 
hazardous-materials company, 
embodies a dragon on its patch.

That is the symbol of the 
Army Chemical Corps, which 
defends against chemical, bio-
logical or other mass-destruc-
tion attacks.

Engine 11. Central Fire Station. 
When Engine 11 was created 
in 1910, it was the first engine 
company with a motorized ve-
hicle, hence its name the Flying 
Squadron.

Its patch includes a deter-
mined eagle flying over flames.

Station 4. Hackett Hill Road. 
Opened in 2013, the brick-
exterior, spacious fire station at 
Hackett Hill is the city’s newest. 
But for years, the station com-
prised a double-wide trailer that 
housed a couple of firefighters 
who kept a garden. Hence, the 
Hackett Hillbillies.

A couple of tomato plants 
grow there today.

“The whole persona was hill-
billies; I don’t know if you can 
say that (word) nowadays,” said 
District Fire Chief Max Chias-
son.

Station 8. Cohas Brook Station. 
The patch features a skull with 
an Eight ball and the station’s 
name, Crazy Eights.

City Matters
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expected to rise into the 90s, 
which created a challenge for 
firefighters.

As fire spread to the front 
of the building, a third-alarm 
was called to help rotate crews 
because of the extreme heat. 
Crews took advantage of shade 
from nearby trees and drank 
plenty of water.

“We have them take their gear 
off and cool down,” Parent said.

As firefighters worked, Kacie 
Nuernberg quietly sat on the 
side steps of the church with 
her cat, Stiles, in a pet crate. 
She said she woke up only a few 
minutes before being alerted to 
the fire by Bennani.

Bennani said he smelled what 
he thought was a neighborhood 
barbecue when he heard some-
one yelling the building was on 
fire.

“I am just happy that we are 
all alive,” he said. The fire had 
started well before the smoke 
alarms started going off, he 
said.

“It went so quickly,” he said of 
the fire spreading through the 
entire home.

His car, along with two oth-
ers, were damaged in the blaze.

Raymond Lawson, who has 
lived on Myrtle Street for the 
past three years, saw the flames 
under one of the porches as he 
headed out to buy groceries.

“I ran around to the front and 
banged on the door and yelled, 
‘Fire, fire, fire, get out,” he said.

Plumes of smoke could be 
seen down Union Street; at 
least three ladder trucks were 
extended over the home.

All off-duty firefighters 
were called to the scene while 
crews from surrounding towns 
manned the stations, the chief 
said.

“We tried to fight it from the 
inside, but with the conditions 
we had to pull out and go on the 
defensive,” Parent said.

According to city assessor re-
cords, the home with four units 
was built around 1910 and is as-
sessed at $309,500. The fire de-
partment estimated $600,000 in 
damage.

The fire damaged two neigh-
boring properties, according to 
a news release.

It is unknown how many peo-
ple will be displaced because of 
the fire.

The cause of the fire is under 
investigation, but believed to 
have started in the rear of the 
home, Parent said.

The fire on Sunday took 
place across the street from an 
April 19 fire at 96 Prospect St., 
in which a 65-year-old woman 
died.

Fire
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those who lost their lives to COVID-
19.

About 100 people registered to at-
tend the event, but it was open to any-
one who wanted to come.

“We can learn to integrate our grief 
into our lives and make it part of who 
we are as a whole person,” Christine 
Phillips, the organization’s director, 
told those gathered.

“We don’t compare, we do not stig-
matize,” she said. “We identify with 
one another and we listen.”

Friends of Aine was founded three 
years after the death of Phillips’ 
daughter in 2010.

Aine Phillips, 8, died suddenly from 
a rare disease, pulmonary veno oc-

clusive disease after being misdiag-
nosed. The organization was founded 
in part after Phillips and her husband, 
David, recognized how Aine’s sister 
Bella, who was 6 at the time, needed 
grief support.

The organization aims to provide 
bereavement support services to chil-
dren and families. The work is done in 
peer groups.

“We come together today as a com-
munity so that you are not alone,” 
Phillips said.

Before the start of the gathering, 
Theresa Kane lifted her right hand in 
the air as the song “Rise Up” by Andra 
Day played over the loudspeakers.

She lost her son, William McAl-

lister, to an accidental drug overdose 
in June 2020. But the Marlborough, 
Mass., woman came out to support 
her granddaughter, Autumn, 11, one 
of the support group participants who 
lives in Manchester.

“There should be more programs 
out there,” Kane said of the work of the 
organization.

The family found out about the 
program from Autumn’s guidance 
counselor at McDonough Elementary 
School.

“I think it has helped her a lot,” said 
Autumn’s mother, Liz Woodward. 
“One of the big things they say is the 
pain will never go away but you learn 
to live with it.”

Gathering
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no exceptions for rapes, incest or 
fetal abnormalities.

It will require ultrasounds prior 
to all abortions to determine the 
gestational age of the fetus.

The budget also directs the state 
to audit all programs to ensure 
they “financially and physically 
separate” their programs for ser-
vices such as cancer screenings 
and their abortion clinics.

“I think it’s despicable. It is 
clearly people who don’t under-
stand the ramifications of what 
they have done,” Shaheen said.

The state of New Hampshire 
had no legal restrictions on abor-
tion when Shaheen was governor 
from 1997-2002.

Shaheen worked as a paid con-
sultant to the National Abortion 
Rights Action League before first 
winning election as a state sena-
tor in 1992 and becoming the 

nation’s first woman elected as 
governor and U.S. senator.

“From my history in this state, 
this is unprecedented in the Live 
Free or Die state, that we would 
see this extreme legislative at-
tempt to get between the bodies 
of women and their doctors,” Sha-
heen said. “If you don’t like abor-
tion, you should support family 
planning.”

The family planning leaders 
predicted these actions will lead 
to higher costs and longer wait 
times for low-income patients, in-
creased unplanned pregnancies, 
and potentially less early detec-
tion of other health problems.

“This is the most anti-repro-
ductive health budget the state of 
New Hampshire has ever seen,” 
said Kayla Montgomery, vice 
president of public affairs for 
Planned Parenthood of Northern 

New England.
Shaheen blamed Sununu for al-

lowing the provisions to get into a 
state budget package that might 
not otherwise survive as a stand-
alone bill.

“It is disappointing that Gover-
nor Sununu has not been willing 
to stand up to the Legislature and 
take a position on this,” Shaheen 
said.

Sununu said he didn’t author 
the abortion provisions.

While a supporter of abortion 
rights, Sununu said he has consis-
tently backed restrictions on the 
procedure for pregnancies past 24 
weeks.

The governor noted 43 other 
states have later-term abortion 
bans.

Discrimination claim
Ken Gordon, CEO of Coos 

County Family Health Services, 
said he hoped federal officials 
will explore whether these new 
restrictions were an illegal form of 
discrimination.

“We view this potentially as a 
form of discrimination. We are 
singling out a class of people, 
these are mostly low-income 
women,” Gordon said.

Anti-abortion leaders heaped 
praise on GOP lawmakers and 
Sununu for giving them a victory 
after a quarter-century of activism 
for the cause.

Shannon McGinley of Bedford, 
executive director of Cornerstone 
Action, a socially conservative 
interest group, was one of four 
called upon to lobby House Re-
publicans to endorse the trailer 
bill during a closed-door caucus.

“This was a hard-fought battle 
of many decades against enor-

mous opposition, including the 
very well-funded Planned Parent-
hood political lobby. We are so 
proud of the lawmakers that took 
a stand for life and did not back 
down,” McGinley sad in a state-
ment.

“Today we can all celebrate the 
human lives that will be spared 
the barbarism of death inflicted 
just weeks before their birth.”

State Rep. Jess Edwards, R-
Auburn, said the GOP budget 
includes a 10% increase in state 
grants for family planning.

Diana Vidunas, executive direc-
tor with Equality Health Center 
of Concord, said clients will pay 
more out of pocket including for 
the pre-abortion ultrasounds; 
poor customers are now charged 
$120 to have them and they are 
only done if they are medically 
necessary, she said.

Shaheen
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THOMAS ROY/UNION LEADER

Kailani Zimmermann, 11, of Nashua and her sister, Kailia, 4, walk 
the bases before the butterfly release during the Gathering in 
Remembrance held at Delta Dental Stadium in Manchester on 
Sunday.
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Station 8, Chohas Brook Station.
Engline 11, Central Fire Station.

Station 6, Armory Street.

 
 

 

 

 

 

Source: Christine Phillips, executive director for Friends of Aine and mother of Aine | | unionleader.com 


